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2020 MCC International Fellowship Information: 
 

GREECE or PORTUGAL 
APPLY ONLINE: 

www.middlesex.mass.edu/fellowshipapp 
Application due by: Monday, December 2, 2019 

 
To learn more about the MCC International Fellowship program, visit: 

https://www.middlesex.mass.edu/studyabroad/fellowships.aspx 
 

For questions, contact: 
 

Katie Reynolds, International Study Abroad Coordinator 
Lowell Campus, Cowan Building, 3rd Floor, Room 314 

reynoldsk@middlesex.mass.edu 
978-656-3254 

 
Pat Demaras, Associate Dean, International and Multicultural Affairs 

demarasp@middlesex.mass.edu 
978-656-3256 

 
 

The Greece Fellowship supports the Written & Oral Communication, Multicultural & 

Global Literacy, Social Responsibility, Personal & Professional Development, and Critical Thinking Institutional 

Student Learning Outcomes. 

 

http://www.middlesex.mass.edu/fellowshipapp
https://www.middlesex.mass.edu/studyabroad/fellowships.aspx
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MCC INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 

Middlesex Community College is committed to educating students about global issues 
and broadening their perspective of the world community. In our interdependent global 
economy, the College recognizes that our students need to understand other cultures 
and global relationships to enhance their participation in a global marketplace. 

 
The MCC International Fellowship Study Abroad courses are academic opportunities for 
students to study the culture, history, and language of a particular country.  There are 
typically 8-12 students selected for each Fellowship opportunity.  Accepted students 
enroll and actively participate in a three-credit course, which may be used as either a 
Humanities or Social Sciences elective.  This course includes a series of lectures about 
the history and culture of the country to be studied.  A component of the course is a 
two-week travel experience to the country.  Students are expected to complete 
assigned readings, write papers, and share their experience upon returning to the MCC 
community. 

 

2020 MCC INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP TO GREECE 
 
The Greek Fellowship experience is primarily a two-week summer school program held in 
Greece during the first two weeks of June.  Students will attend lectures at the Hellenic 
American University in Athens about the history and culture of Greece.  Excursions will be 
planned in the afternoon and evening, such as walking tours at Acropolis Hill and the Roman 
Forum, a lesson on Greek dance at a local theater, and guided visits to museums.  As part of 
the program, participants will travel to ancient Greek villages, where they will tour 
archaeological sites, and to a Greek island.  The program will also include a service-learning 
component in Athens, where participants will engage in service activities with local 
community members. 
 

There is some academic preparation prior to the fellowship travel, including eight lectures 
during the Spring 2020 semester and team building exercises led by MCC faculty and staff.  
Upon return, students will complete a project to share with the MCC community. 
 

2020 MCC INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP TO PORTUGAL 
 
The Portugal Fellowship experience is primarily a two-week summer school program held in 
Portugal during the last week of May and the first week of June.  Students will attend 
lectures at the University of Lisbon about the history and culture of Portugal.  Excursions will 
be planned in the afternoon and evening in and around Lisbon.  As part of the program, 
participants will travel outside of Lisbon to sites of cultural importance, such as a recently 
discovered Roman archaeological site. The program will also include a service-learning 
component, where participants will engage in service activities with local community 
members. 
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There is some academic preparation prior to the fellowship travel, including eight lectures 
during the Spring 2020 semester and team building exercises led by MCC faculty and staff.  
Upon return, students will complete a project to share with the MCC community. 
 

Student Expectations 
 Attend all classes 
 Complete requirements of the course, including readings and essays 
 Participate in team building exercises led by International/Multicultural Affairs staff 
 Travel in-country 
 Share what they have learned with the college community after the course 

 
Participant Costs and Financial Responsibilities 

 Non-refundable program fee of $500 
 Payment is the responsibility of the student 
 All payments must be submitted before traveling overseas 
 Each student is responsible for his/her passport, visa if needed, medical shots, 

additional health insurance, course materials, optional excursions, and personal 
expenses.  $600-$800 is suggested as a minimum amount.  Please note that a visa 
application includes a background check. 

 
Costs Covered by the MCC International Fellowship Program 

 Roundtrip airfare  
 In-country transportation  
 Accommodations  
 Some meals  
 Three-credit course tuition 

 

THE APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
Applicant requirements 
 

 Be enrolled in an Associate’s Degree program at MCC in Fall 2019 and Spring 2020 

semesters 

 Complete at least 12 credits of course work at MCC by December 31, 2019 

 Be at least 18 years old 

 Have a minimum GPA of 2.5  

 Transcripts of first semester MCC students who are enrolled in 12 credits will be 
evaluated when Fall 2019 grades become available.  

 Applicants’ G.P.A.s will be evaluated to include grades awarded for Fall 2019 course 
work.  

 Submit a completed application online by application deadline 

 Have not previously participated in an MCC International Fellowship  
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 Students may apply for only one Fellowship program, either Greece or Portugal 

Application Submission Checklist 
 

1. Complete online application form, including 500-700 word essay, and submit online at:  
www.middlesex.mass.edu/fellowshipapp 

2. Submit an MCC transcript of grades.  To obtain an MCC transcript, contact the 
Enrollment Communications and Support Office, 
https://www.middlesex.mass.edu/transfer/transcript.aspx, 1-800-818-3434. 

o Transcripts of first semester MCC students who are enrolled in 12 credits will be 
evaluated when Fall 2019 grades become available.  

o Applicants’ G.P.A.s will be evaluated to include grades awarded for Fall 2019 
course work.  

3. Request two different recommendations from faculty and/or staff and confirm that they 
have been submitted by the December 2nd deadline. The recommendation forms are 
located on the last pages of this Application Guide and online at 
https://www.middlesex.mass.edu/studyabroad/ 

o Faculty/staff should submit recommendations by the following: 
• Email or send a paper copy to Katie Reynolds, 

reynoldsk@middlesex.mass.edu, Lowell Campus, 3rd Floor, Room 314 

 
Essay Guidelines 
Using the online application form, applicants must submit an essay in 500-700 words using 
the following guiding questions.  Applicants are encouraged to visit the MCC International 
Fellowship website to learn more about the fellowship experience before writing their 
essays. 
 

 Why do you wish to study abroad and what factors led you to this decision? What do 
you hope to gain? 

 Why have you chosen to apply to the MCC International Fellowship program?  What 
specific interest led you to select this particular Fellowship?  

 How will this experience impact your academic and future professional goals? 

 To help expand the impact of the MCC International Fellowship program, all selected 
applicants are required to promote international education and the Fellowship program.  
Do you have any ideas about how you would share your experience with the college 
community if you are selected? 

 What is it about you that would make you a good candidate for this Fellowship program? 
 

Please note: Selected applicants should be aware that the Committee reserves the right 
to withdraw an offer of acceptance for the Fellowship study abroad at any time prior to 
the trip itself if the Committee learns additional information about the candidate that 
may adversely affect the Committee’s perception of the candidate’s ability to function 
effectively in the program. 

 

http://www.middlesex.mass.edu/fellowshipapp
https://www.middlesex.mass.edu/studyabroad/
mailto:reynoldsk@middlesex.mass.edu
https://www.middlesex.mass.edu/studyabroad/fellowships.aspx
https://www.middlesex.mass.edu/studyabroad/fellowships.aspx
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SELECTION PROCESS 
The MCC International Fellowship Selection Committee will select the final candidates.  
Committee members read each student application without personal identifiers and rate it 
independently. Committee members rate the applicants on a basis of 1 to 10 on the 
following factors: 

 Academic Excellence: How capable is the student academically? Has the student taken 
academically rigorous courses that would demonstrate he/she is able to complete the 
Fellowship course and requirements? 

 Ability to contribute to the college after the Fellowship: How is the applicant able to 
contribute to and represent the College after the Fellowship experience? 

 Connection of the Fellowship opportunity to current field of study: Does the applicant 
express a sincere interest in participating in the program?  In what ways will the 
Fellowship further the applicant’s program of study? 

 Level of emotional maturity, responsibility, and ability to function effectively in a 
group setting: How do the recommendations, student’s application, and potential 
interview underscore these qualities? 

 Overall quality of the application: Based on all aspects of the application, what is the 
quality of this application? 

INTERVIEW PROCESS 
Based on the Committee’s review of applications, some candidates will be selected to 
participate in an interview.  Candidates invited for an interview will be rated on a scale of 
1 to 10 based on the following factors: 

 Academic excellence and connection of program of study to Fellowship: How will this 
study abroad and coursework impact the applicant’s academic and future professional 
goals? 

 Evidence of effective communication and ability to serve as a responsible 
representative of the college community: Can the applicant communicate effectively? 
Can the applicant effectively represent the college in a foreign country and upon return 
home? 

 Interest in the Fellowship program: Why does the applicant wish to study abroad and 
what factors have led him/her to this decision? What does the applicant hope to gain 
from his/her experience abroad? 

 Ability to contribute to the group experience: Does the applicant, based on the 
interview, have the experience and background necessary to enhance the group 
experience and function in a group setting? Does the applicant, based on the interview, 
appear to be flexible, emotionally mature, and able to function effectively in a group 
setting? 

 Overall quality of the applicant: Based on the interview, would the applicant be a good 
choice for the MCC International Fellowship? 
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Faculty or Staff Recommendation for the MCC International Fellowship Program 
 

Fellowship Program:         
 
Student Name:            
 
Student ID#:             
 
Your Name:             
 
Your Position/Department:           
 
 Your recommendation is crucial in our ability to select appropriate candidates.  Please 
respond to the following questions.  You may answer the questions separately or you may 
respond in one complete page, as long you address the following questions.  
 
1. Is the candidate strong academically?  Would he/she be able to complete the 

coursework that is part of the Fellowship program and contribute effectively to the 
class?  Is the candidate intellectually curious? 

 
2. Is the candidate emotionally mature?  Responsible?  Able to meet deadlines? 
 
3. Is the candidate flexible?  Could he/she respond to new demands during a stressful 

trip? 
 
4. Could the candidate work well in a group setting? 
 
5. Could the candidate represent the college well and serve as an effective ambassador 
 for the college both here and abroad? 
 
6. How would you rank the candidate overall? 
 

PLEASE RETURN BY:  Monday, December 2, 2019 

Faculty/staff should submit recommendations by the following: 
• Email or send a paper copy to Katie Reynolds, 

reynoldsk@middlesex.mass.edu, Lowell Campus, 3rd Floor, Room 314 
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